ke

i £

P

ou would think he is mad. Tell him this and he will
probably grin disarmingly and quote Shakespeare:
“Though this be madness there is 2 method to "

lndeed_thiuakesgutstoﬂuovveverythmgtome
winds and pursue a dream,

“A dream?” he asks incredulously,
satement with a wave of his hand, “M
towrite a book as soon as 1 graduatedr”

and then dismisses the
y girl, I knew I was going
Hebeams atyou, his shor

But there is more 10 Gurucharan Das than

134

writing. Born in 1946 at
GumchamnDasspemmebenerInlfofl:isdﬁldlmdth

University of New York, Gurucharan was offered the prestigious
Harvard Scholarship 1o pursue his masters in philosophy. “But!
did not want 1o become a philosopher,” he informs, “and
although 1 did go 16 Harvard for 4 while, I eventually left and came
t0 India where I joined Procter ang Gamble as a trainee. I loved

of business,” and adds, grinning, like the

e e ManWhOCametodi:mer,Isuyedon.'
Nt BY KaAMNA DATTA

-__________“___—‘-

He went on 1o become the managing director

Savvy September 1996




|t compmny and ooy wis e
vinngeen, worlih wide strtogle planning, And
0 v oo 1vim Cnpeey as vios jrreaidlen
vl Clecton, (vealily core ) Prow by
ke Treemmthonal, e baa decided 1
i pacanisedd rysell it whven | i)
Fel ptiee i comwenimmte om 11w v
wiitiog 1 have winked for thiny

ek wm Bnancially independent. | don't
el e vy by v 1 fee) than i

Lot the by comomstinie fall thime omn

|

| oW hats whist we imesn by

boal yrimaliensl

e, e trervsenddonim socoess of Iiia
oy g play O Jalehess 1 comBirms

Py e pserione o with wonds has been

2

AT

oar),

worth everything, “Lion | have alwiys been writing, so i nwitch
paturl, o faet, T have survived In business
because of my wiiting. Besldens, 1| feel that we all have different
b o ourmelves and we must explore and look for that sort of
Alser, 1 fiemly belleve that In e, actlon 1s
e nportant than thought 'I‘Iumulllhnrlnlllljwﬂuﬂlhlll It must

b proeoded Dy action. | ulwayn wanted to write and 1 did, so
Whiat 11 il g Hihy?

%

vEr Wi, | guess, o

=

choens in cnr live

€

Fxperimentation, « xploration und (he quest [or answers hian
hatacterind [un takng him o man of many dimensions, For 4
e whiz e playwight and author, he displays tremen-
o and e stantling inslght Into the needs, asplrtions and

LR iU

llllVy‘y

September 1906

Frvstntie i of o wennan, Vindicating ihilm halghit 19 e fiaect thisit "l""
: all byl oy e sk el
w i iy e pivetal pole i alemost @ - “j s o
the woman,” he conflima, “aceorin Sdo
it oof enlatinen * Aske him why el ha gren Iil'{»# ""; l;,',::;""";
ermerges o while later, tredly ribe his fucw .m| i willl 'm o i
st il aried firwlly e laims, 1 elosy't lenaw . Prankly, ttl””” b
kw108 just the way i s Ihen :mr:apﬂlm wn r:plum
olls veri abwiit the women In his works :
- ‘;u- fhw menher, phays the most [rnpeartant reile In A l’lﬂﬁ:
Pamily. She la the hinding fores hetween e grerientlons
Petestinge o e abzeeed praintiog oof the comer of the nevel that uekerrrm
fiin Ihwary will, he continues, “If you look ot that painting, the
wrnnn has her baek mmrcds un, yot it s she whie s glven i U'I";J.ll!
conmpletenena and comngriity e the whele pleture” 9, Juldhoo Hill
by coniron aronined Anmiyi, i gl whie I trying (o grapple with nat
fuimt thee comflie tm oof yrm-mnuny,qu,mnﬂIe'w-mlullylr/;ulmmﬂ'

Writing sustained him through his corporate
voars and now at fifty, he's turned it into a full
time job, Meet Gurucharan Dag, the enigmatic
ox-bigwig of PéG-cum-novelist-cum-playwright.

Words
d Worth

In the soctal order but also with upheavals In her private life,
Hin play ‘Meera’ which was fist -lr.ur“‘m“
then later brought o India by Alycue Padamses, is one of the few
works of lterature that talk of Meera not s o salng but as 2 woms,
“We must understand,” emphasises Das, “thst Meers was &
about i woman who had tremendous enetgy. She wis T3
woman oo much for her hushand. She was so full of life and

energy that her hushand could not satafy her. So she trnied 10

Godl, It wits a0 play about a woman whe
farnily. She wis u Wajput and was imarried o the Rafs of

wis the most distinguished prince of his dme. She had ll the
trapplngs but then she was 4 woman whe )

belonged © the royal
Mewar who «
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Balancing Act

NO ONE can 23y
- dircaos, chaigman and consullant suceey

eco-fnendly shirts from her company
_ Bruno Sanic Intemational. Now her
eves are trained on more myste
subjects. Vastu Shastra. pranic healing
aernatve medidne, palmistry... the
works. “1 have a leaning toward the
occult. ” admits the 32-year-old
executive director of the Rs 7 arore shirt
manufacturing company

Poddar says that her Interest goes
back many vears. 7 was staying at the
Hvan in Singapore and someonc
mentioned how the doors in the |
had been repositioned on the advice of
2 feng shui (the Chinese equivalent ofa
Vasw expert). That's it: 1 was hooked.”
she recalls. Now Poddar has taken her
mterest bevond book knowledge. She
metrucs fnends on where to place the
pors and pans in their houses 1
maximuse the “good energies” present
thete. Of course, all advice Is stnc
& take-1-or-leave-it basis, “Right 0
Vet ks & fad. And it must be
semembered that the influence of such
wractees i very localised.” she 1

Tra

21'< ot thie only advice s

< Piddar “Our body 1s U

Se
Vastu Mardal f we want ot

e e should egn with that
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HE’S one corporate chieftain who doesn’t need any ghost-wrilers for hi
nd annual reports, Columnist with The Tines of ndia, 3 1thor of o
second book

speeche

and three plays, Gurcharan Das is now at vyork on h

v by Penguin on completion next year, While his fiist boel
cal A Fine Fanzly,

ed the fortuncs and travails £ g Punjabi

riition day: e late seventles, and s currently r made inte
Shiyam 1egal, the 52-ycar-old Das’s second has amo tempor
Ay is e hopes tocapiue the zefigelst or spirit ol he country .« form
P bi o by the refort process ng Is my real pas: '-m and m T -
iritn JINLrY’s Gr e process,” says the p: o 'ific Das v 1o,
vard cdducating taught hin this a sont glving bac:
} i plenty o return, Managing dfre g voirdeon Hipeoe i J (REV

 hecame CAA ' of Procier a0

in 1980 & tihe age of 36, 1
avatar ot KHL following an overseas D
divector for worldwide strategic plannin b plof

nati, US, which he quit in 1995 to retin o bndia Says Dos: =i«

ven be ri=ar Mt "’ A

favourite pastime is to retreat to my Al Bag b ooele s
I'm not busy venture-capital funding or doing, e ot

That isn’t as often as he'd like. Last month he'’s
Indian advisory board of Citibank from Jagdish Saprwheee fi v
celerating its credit cards business”. Plus, he startoc! vis ovin coris
10 help Indian companies achieve high pedformance level,
if he doesn’t need help writing, Das could centainly

® Poddar: leaning towards the occult

Balancing Act

NO ONE can say she’s out of touch |

with the latest trends. Last year, atthe | m Das: juggling his role
height of the “green’ revolution, Smita
Poddar introduced the Tree range of
eco-friendly shirts from her company
— Bruno Sante International. Now her
eyes are trained on more mysterious
subjects. Vastu Shastra, pranic healing,
alternative medicine, palmistry... the
works. “1 have a leaning toward the
occult,” admits the 32-year-old
executive director of the Rs 7 crore shirt
manufacturing company.

Poddar says that her interest goes
back many years. “I was staying at the
Hyatt in Singapore and someonc
mentioned how the doors in the hotel
| had been repositioned on the advice of
| a feng shui (the Chinese equivaler ofa
Vastu expen). That's it; [ was hooked.”
she recalls, Now Poddar has taken her
interest beyond book knowledge. she
| instructs friends on where to place the
| pots and pans in their houses to

maximise the “good energies” present
there. Of course, all advice is strictly on

a take-it-or-leave-it basis. “Right now, |

Vastu is a fad. And jt must be

remembered that the influence of such

practices is very localised,” she notes.
| That’s not the only advice she offers.
Says Poddar: “Our body is the perfect
Vastu Mandal. if we want to balance our
lives, we should begin with that.”

s of writer, director, chairman and consultant succe
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had refused to0 pay f bookings through
computer reservat

American’s Sabre wo other leading systems,

\; announced that

kicking Southwest ou

Kellehersaid fine. ,he estimated, WO

't particularly want
ters were partof the full-ser-
of cable television. Kelle-

rice would tumble from $40 to
to deflate by better than $40
soon plunge even further, as the
with Shuttle by United. Not
millionaire ain't what it was

course of several months the

Kelleher sighed. “Beinga

t for a glass of milk to go
“I'm coating my stomach for

Yorkforan industry conference,
ther piece of business while he was
him for years that he should
of Virgin Atlantic Airways. Kelleher
of the flight memorising the lyrics of the
the Queen 5o he would be able to impress

he had arranged ano
there. People had
spent a fewy minules

SPALE UUINAICU U1 inina

rged from the cockpit witl ¢ transTmi-
and printed

A pilot eme!
| ride whole

ted from American’s operations Centre !
board computer- It read

out by the on-
way. Tell Herb we said hi.” ‘
Kelleher opened his briefcase and spe minutes fe-
viewing traffic figures from the company ¢ Baltimore-
‘Washington, opened ayear earlier. “There¢ ne expressed
dubiety as tO whether our coming to the J ;st would be
successful,” he said. The figures showed thar fourthquar-
ter of 1993, maffic to icago totalled 150. :n increase of
1,052%. “Just a preliminary indication.” Joted. As he
Jrerial slipped

stowedaway the paperwork, his latest readin: / )
out, betraying Kelleher's plans fornew service Salt Lake City-
. Jtwasahistory of the Mormons.

As the plane turned into its final approach
attendants leaned over to Kelleher with an €xt4
nut cookie wrapped in a napKin. He lunged for h
stopped short. “I'm not taking this from you amI?
her. When she said no, Kelleher practically in haledt

mn. _.&n the plane and entered the gate arce
fantasising about his first digarette in four hours
long, uphill concourse, Kelleher approached ¢
limousine drivers holding signs with the name
annw.mﬁ. Huffing and puffing like any four-pacs-a
anwm.:m a suitcase and briefcase, Kelleher angled
& E—MomWM MN.W& outdoors to light up and stanc

M)H.Wm;zu_zo
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coengy. She just coukd vot behave like o Yueen
asshe was expovted o Fnally itall gor oo much
for her amd xhe umad w Gl

e a man with such passionate instght it

“The woman,
according to

precious green cands o retum o fdia
Writing is what occupies most of Das” time

consultant, he sperds a lot of tme in Mumba

. e, he s ¢ ko .
the femalke paydie, e i surprisingly cose me, is the focal And some of his best works were written there

mouthald about the: women in his lite, 1
marmiage, he feels] i o personal o b,
and refuses o ik about italthough he wells you
with abvious relish about how he fiest et his
wite, revealing @ notsosupRsing omantie
facet to his personality. “We met at a common

point of
existence.
rankly, [

“There are lexs barriers in Mumbai as the win
win situation that applies to business applies o
people also. As compared 0 Delhutes. the
people in Mumbai are less hierarche and
feudal. Here in Dethi it is more of a win-kose
situation. The bureaucrats can win only if some

frienads place e New Yok when iy play was don't 7:02 Eg one else s losing. Have you ever ohserved how
Dreing stagend. My friend hadinviteshime o dinger It's tus

ansd fomotten about it She canie lack Late withy g .«:Ur the way
Bunno (ay wite) alter agame of beidge and it 1s. "

found me waiting. 1 was hungny and so Bu
potatoes and amelette for me. Atter that 1 ke
o out with me and she just would not, But Lusd o
finally she relented. A couple of months after v
married. Although her parents and mine did oppose the
they eventually came round.”

Talk of the way o a man's heart being tiough s o h
He laughs. *Oh 1 liked everything about her = herlooks, e wa
she talks, thinks... everything.* He admits o her hava I
tremendous influence in his life, 1 am a veny ditfiouls peson
opecially when 1 am writing and she has always oo
dccomadating. She does read all my work but she never
Comments on them. She feels that might inhibi my weiti My
Wother wo has influenced me a lot. n fact she mendel o
Tar A Fine Family.

A widely travelled person, Das believes that he
W the world, But like the Dlade of grass that has its Tile wheie i
SPrng from, man too is also rooted o his L. e come back
There s samething that draws me hack to this place prinanhy
because of e rich and wanm human suppoit systent that one
"isses abwoad > In fact Das and his wile have e in thelr

(ROERTSY

e

Savvy September 1990

they talk o their junione™ he asks in obvous
disgust. “People here are unable 1 tokerats
anather person's sucvess: There ks just s much
negative eneray. wha®
s such a4 waste,”
IMOWMS.

“Sometnness, Wi

th LU
. n
pevople el somech on oo e s
A luies aid are susprocas of poc e w nT
SO CTCRE St atmosy b W s swvhinehoin
wonfidence inape And @ we L an

Buihding on peoples srengihs wed W e !
These davy Gurichasin Das s oo
betrer things. tall be e hewne o B NS
Waorkl “The ancle LN
retomis ™ He traveliod extensively for the same amd t '
the aticke M- his own wonds was “sipesing ™ Consegue.
vapproaghied b o expand o a ook, 1

W

NON WL

A e Family” st be convertand into
the noted Blnumaker Shyam Benews
Guruchann Das — man af many ke, many foces
sucvvenked i combining atl ot them into ooe peson. Althoagh
refuses o ik about them, there muost obwveasdy have Baes
contlivns and itmost ceerainhy coukd mot have Bovn casy i

anprortant thing, ™ as he sivs, " 1o go on 6
FrOTOGRARIS AT L OO0 T
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On the boand of many companies and an active
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