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\EW DELHI - Like many of his countrymen, Gurcharan Das, an author and form

it ‘ er CE i i
- tinking  [ot these days about India's new place in the worlg . that of a o O of Procter & Gamble in India, has

ng power.

‘onna's success is the result of an amazing technocrgtic state that decided to become prosperous,” he said as he and his
«elow Labrador, Tashi, walked past a row of beggars into Lodi Garden, a green oasis in the middle of this congested city.

+ere 1n India, in @ democracy, people are behind our success, almost despite the state. We are doing it in an Indian way -
,‘-naotl.': everyone wanting to have a say, but getting it done."

«¢ laughed in the day's last light as he passed‘ ros-;e-tinged_ stone forts and temples worn smooth by rain, wind, and sun for
=ore than 500 years. Then he stopped and said, ‘Many will say we've walited 3,000 years for this moment."

in 2 storied ancestry that includes the Indus Valley culture -- which, beginning 4,500 years ago, rivaled all other
avizatons for more than a millennium - India, say economists and international observers, is emerging from the world's
szaows 1o become 2 global player in trade, technology, and political influence.

One of the most striking changes in India observed during three weeks of travel, from Kerala in the south to this capital of
" milon people in the north, was the country's new tone: a vocabulary of confidence, a word used over and over to
=sebe today's Indian psyche.

gz now has the confidence of a rising power. It has become part of the long-term global balance of power " said C. Raja
Wonan an analyst and editor of The Indian Express Newspapers. "The world is going to be a very different place in the
=020 years. and the US, India._ and China - not Europe -- is where the action is going to be economically."

% yet. India, home to more than 1 billion people, remains beset by great poverty and great challenges. Pigs root out
;'as'» ncity streets, cows wander onto highways. Power cuts occur daily even in the wealthiest neighborhoods. Sewage
s down the ancient alleyways of Udaipur in the western Rajasthan region; airports fall apart; and 36 percent of the
*ouzton cannot read or write

:’fﬁ'f’e'ﬂg here for 2 while, I'm reminded that India is a very poor country. It's not yet the shining India you often read
... $20Stephen P. Cohen, a senior fellow at the Brookings Institution in Washington and author in 2002 of "India:
.29 Power " Cohen, who just finished more than a month in residency at a think tank based in New Delhi, said he
Y fett the "uneven growth of India, where you can buy an iPod at your local bazaar and in the Old Delhi railway
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«New Deh filled with hundreds of small start-ups, travel agent Ravneet Kler and two of his friends have built a strong
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won Yahoo chat, it's amazing," Kler said excitedly one day recently in his cramped office. "It's instant | go through a
iﬂrsmszep by step. getting feedback and approval. It means | can compete with anyone, anywhere in the world, I'm
s27ng 10 do & lot of Americans' trips around India, in part because of the technology "

& ingiz's global advantage of having hundre ted English speakers may eventually fade
=22use the educational system is not producing enough trained professionals to keep up with the boom, according to
@2yss The concern stretches from hiring enough call center operators to finding top executives. "CEOs in short supply
&ndz booms * read a recent headline in the Times of India.

% Amedabag 3 city of 4.5 million People in western India, Dr. Haren Joshi, 67, said the change in India goes beyond
#2200 numbers. He said people’s attitudes also are important, and he has noticed a marked difference lately "Fifteen
=20 {1 came ang gave my opinion on something, they would say: 'Who are you? We already knqw everyt
=08 2 native of India who built his career as a doctor and an administrator in a Philadelphia hospital.
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