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Das is a Harvard-educated businessman, a columpnist for the Times of
India, and the author of India Unbound. The book is a popular look at
the problems of the Indian econom |

. o ceonomy, a prediction about its prosperous
future and a call for bringing it to pass through more liberalization
and growth. Thanks to India Unbound, Das has also becoms a leading

spokesman for_the new India. He's one of the most outspoken advocates of
poverty reduction through free-market policies, and removal of the
"Licence Raj" of red tape that has long held India back.

India is listening to people like Das. Starting in the 1980s - as we in

the West were focused on images of a timeless land of poverty and
sectarian strife - India started to liberalize its economy. Slowly at

first, but each year a bit more. And something not surprising happened:
Economic growth took off. For the past 25 years, the Indian economy has
been growing at an average rate of 6 per cent - not quite as fast as

China, but faster than Canada or the United States. Living standards are
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