
india burying its sectarian past 
Keller says the country that spawned Air-India tragedy has 
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Anthony 

changed 

How 
Aid India react to he news of the acquittal of two Sikh Canadians 
id India react to the 

accused 
in the Air-India bombing of 20 years ago? Did it inflame open wounds on the subcontine the subcontinent ofa billion people and fuel the fires of 

wounds 

ancient ethnic conflio Not exactly. 

e is not relevant to us anymore," Gurcharan Das told me from New 
ovement for nOvement for Sikh independence) is history. Those guys abroad may be 

Delhi. "We have hi "We have moved on. were another country, and Khalistan (the 
stoking it up still, but it's all a foreign phenomenon to us. It's not 
India anymore." 

Dac is a Harvard-educated businessman, a columnist for the Times of India, and the author of India Unbound. The book is a popular look at India, and the au 

the nroblems of the lIndian economy, a prediction about its prosperous Axture and a call for bringing it to pass through more liberalization and growth. Thanks to India Unbound, Das has also becomê a leading cnokesman for the new India. He's one of the most outspoken advocates of 
noverty reduction through free-market policies, and removal of the 
Licence Ra" of red ape that has long held India back. 

India is listening to people like Das. Starting in the 1980s - as we in 
the West were focused on images of a timeless land of poverty and 
sectarian strife - India started to liberalize its economy. Slowly at 

first, but each year a bit more. And something not surprising happened: Economic growth took off. For the past 25 years, the Îndian economy has 

been growing at an average rate of 6 per cent - not quite as fast as 

China, but faster than Canada or the United States. Living standards are 
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